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Book 7 - Chapter 1  

The Elliotts of Devon and Oxford County 
William Elliott and Eliza Rogers Family 

 
Preface:  William was the second son and sixth oldest child of John and Mary Elliott.  To review their 

lives in Devon, the trip to Canada and their life here, refer to  
Book 1 

The Devonshire Elliott/Seldon/Prouse/Hamlyn/Wilson Families of 1843 Ingersoll and surrounding 
townships 

IRC – Ingersoll Rural Cemetery 
Con – Concession 
 

Table of Contents: Chapter 1  
 
  William Elliott and Eliza Rogers Family Tree       Pg 2 
 
  William Elliott and Eliza Rogers History   Pg 3-30 
 

William Elliott and Eliza Rogers Family Tree   Pg 31 
 
Book 7 has been written in a slightly different manner.  Where as in other books, all the family is 
included in a single book, the William Elliott family has been divided into chapters.  The reason is that 
this family is my personal line and I have more information available to me. 
 

Chapter 2 - 2   Son John Rogers Elliott and Eliza Rogers Family 
 
Chapter 2 - 3   Daughter Mary Jane, Son William and Son Thomas and Elizabeth Hanson Family 
 
Chapter 2 - 4  Daughter Mary Ann, Son Edwin and wife Ada Elliott Family 
 
Chapter 2 - 5  Son Edgar Elliott and Jane Weldon  
 
Chapter 2 - 6  Daughter Josephine Elliott and William Toule Family 
 
Chapter 2 - 7  Daughter Melissa Elliott and Andrew Paterson Family  
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William Elliott Family Tree – Generation 2 and 3. 
(Second son of John and Mary Elliott) & Eliza Rogers Family 

                                                                                   Spouse 1                   Spouse 2                  Spouse 3 
 

William  
Elliott 

1819 - 1907 

Eliza 
Rogers 

1821 - 1899 

Hulda 
Unknown 

1825 -1902 

John Rogers 
Elliott 

1839 - 1912 

Edwin H 
Elliott 

1851 - 1930 

William 
Elliott 

1844 - 1848 

Elizabeth 
Johnson 

1845 - 1885 

Mary Jane 
Elliott 

1842 - 1842 

Thomas 
Gould 
Elliott 

1847 - 1934 

Anne 
Hanson 

1856 - 1934 

Ada Elliott 
1st cousin 

1855 - 1924 

Edgar 
Elliott 

1854 - 1881 

Jane 
Weldon 

1858 - 1902 

Josephine 
Elliott 

1855 - 1930 

William 
Toull 

1856 - 1931 

Melissa Jane 
Elliott 

1857 - 1944 

Andrew 
Paterson 

1858 - 1906 

Pheobe 
Thorn 

1842 - 1892 

Rosina 
Gettler 

1852 - 1921 

Eliza 
Rogers 

1821 - 1899 

 
Jane Gould? 

 

William 
Rogers 

 

James 
Rogers Jr. 

1846 - 
1931 

Edith 
Rogers 
Wilson 

1878- 1965 

James 
Rogers Sr. 

1817 - 
1888 

“Betsy” 
Elizabeth 

Bean 
1823 - 
1900 

Adelia 
Rogers 
1853 -
1931 

 

The Rogers Family 
 

Mary Ann 
Elliott 

1848 - 1854 
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Sixth child of John Elliott and Mary Elliott 
Child: William Elliott B 04 April 1819 likely Bradworthy, Devon 
     D 08 May 1907 St Cloud township, Stearn Co. Minn.  Burial location unknown 
     M 21 Sept 1840 Marwood Parish, Devon 
Spouse: Eliza Rogers       B 20 Oct 1821 Bridgwater, Somerset 
                D 11 Apr 1889 Ingersoll, Ontario    Buried IRC. 
                   M 1870 Alberta Township, Benton Co. Minn. 
Spouse: Hulda         B around 1827, Ontario 
                           D 24 Oct 1902 Sauk Rapids, Benton Co. Minn.   Burial location unknown 
 
William Elliott is my great, great grandfather.  Eliza Rogers is my great, great grandmother.  Most of my 
research has been involved in tracking all of his generations of children.  At last count there were over 
270 direct relatives that I have found.  As each generation appears, the more dispersed they become 
and the harder to locate.  This is an ongoing search and my hope is that someday other relatives will 
update the search. 
 
William led a controversial life.  If every generation of a family has a black sheep, William would easily 
qualify.  If it would be possible to go back in time to met your forefathers, he would be one that I would 
like to talk to the most.  
William was the second oldest son of patriarch and matriarch John and Mary Elliott.  He was born 2 
years after his brother John Jr.  It appears he was born, as are the rest of the family according to 
cemetery and other records, in Hartland Parish and likely in the town of Bradworthy, Devonshire.  It can 
be speculated that the family moved 40 km east to Marwood Parish and likely to the village of 
Muddiford before living at the Prixford Barton farm. Tithe records of Marwood Parish indicate that the 
family was in the village of Muddiford in 1840 as seen in Book 1. 
 
Marwood Parish (Prixford Barton and Muddiford noted). 
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Eliza Rogers and William’s marriage was registered in the Devon Marriage Index as occurring in either 
July, August or September of 1840.  The 1920 genealogy records and family bible held by his grandson 
Roy Elliott has the date as 27 Sept 1840.   
Eliza Rogers and William Elliott’s marriage was actually Sept 21, 1840.  The witnesses were Maria Elliott 
and William Seldon.  Maria was William’s older sister.  The other witness, William Seldon, would become 
her husband in 1841 and that couple would join the family in Canada in 1846.  William Elliott was only 
21 and Eliza 19 when they were married.  
 
Eliza was listed on the marriage papers as working as a servant and William was a husbandman 
(farmer). 
 

 
 

Children of William and Eliza Elliott 
 

John Rogers *     B 23 June 1841 in Marwood, Devon 

   D 15 Nov 1912 in Port Huron, Mi. 
Mary Jane                     B 13 Nov 1842 in Marwood, Devon * death date unknown but prior to  

spring of 1843.  Death location likely Marwood, Devon 
William                          B 29 Sept 1844 possibly Scarboro, Ont. or W Zorra, Oxford County.   

D 17 Sept 1848 in E Nissouri township, Oxford Co. 
Thomas Gould              B 29 Jan 1847 in E Nissouri township 
   D 05 May 1934 in Ingersoll, Ont. Buried IRC. 
Mary Ann                      B 23 Feb 1849 in E Nissouri township  

D 28 Oct 1854 likely Oxford County. 
Edwin Hamilton               B 20 Feb 1851 in E Nissouri township 
   D 27 Apr 1930 in Ingersoll.  Buried IRC. 
Edgar James                     B Oct, 1854 in E Nissouri township, Oxford Co. 

D 22 July 1881 in Ingersoll. Buried IRC 
Josephine                     B 12 June 1855 in Goderich township, Huron Co. 
   D 06 Feb 1940 in Highland Park, Mi.  Buried IRC 
Melissa Jane                B 27 Sept 1857 in Goderich township, Huron Co. 
   D 03 Mar 1944 in Hamilton, Ont.  Buried IRC. 
*My great grandfather 
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The Search for the Eliza Rogers Family 
 
While researching members of Eliza and William's family, I came across two incidents where names 
appeared that I did not recognize but felt familiar.  I was not planning on looking into Eliza’s family tree 
but the initial clues led me down that path.  I am confident these names helped me flesh out more of 
Eliza Roger’s family.  I had to backtrack through censuses, immigration and baptismal records to find 
Eliza’s parents.  Here is how the detective work played out. 
 
I was looking into William and Eliza’s daughter Josephine.  Her married name was Toull and she was 
crossing the border from Windsor to Detroit in 1916.  The Canadian contact was given as an Edith 
Wilson of Windsor, Ont.  Wilson is a common married name within the Elliott group (Book 5) but I had 
not run into an Edith before.  The paperwork listed Edith as a cousin.  (Manifest listing below). 
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I put that name on the back burner and continued my research.  Later, I was investigating Eliza Elliott’s 
youngest daughter Melissa.   Her marriage information piqued my interest.  The two witnesses were 
James and Adelia Rogers.  This was interesting for two reasons.  Eliza’s maiden name was Rogers.  Adelia 
was not a common given name and by chance or planned, Eliza’s granddaughter by daughter Josephine 
had the same first name. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this point, I felt some investigation was needed into James and Adelia Rogers.  Melissa’s marriage 
certificate indicated that the Rogers lived in London, Ont.  It was not difficult to locate them in the 1891 
census of London.  The census had him listed as being age 42, that he had emigrated in 1865 and had a 
daughter named Edith – likely the Windsor border contact.  This all fit to that point.   
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James Rogers Find a Grave website page also indicated he had a daughter named Edith (Rogers) Wilson.  
Edith Wilson now had parents.  It also showed his place of birth as Heanton Punchardon, Devon.  
Because he was James Rogers Jr, I knew there would be a James Rogers Senior still to be located and 
likely in Devon. 
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The slam dunk of confirmation information was his death certificate.  It showed that James Jr. had been 
living in Riverside, Ont. which is now part of Windsor (likely with his daughter Edith Wilson).  It also 
indicated his parent’s names and James’ birth date and birth location in England. 
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My initial thought that James Rogers was Eliza’s brother was shattered when I looked at his age.  He 
would have been 29 years younger.  However, the fact that there was a commonality between the 
Rogers and Elliott families was obvious.  I knew James (Jr.) was related and I was leaning, due to his age, 
towards him being a nephew of Eliza’s.  The fact that Edith Wilson was listed as a cousin on the border 
papers reinforced this thought. 
I next looked into finding a James Rogers in Devon via census records and other sources.  I found him in 
Wrafton, Devon.  I located Wrafton, Heanton Punchardon on a map and discovered it was close to 
Marwood, Devon.  This information indicated I was in the right area.  The locales are about 8 kilometers 
apart as the crow flies.  Since James Jr. had emigrated in 1865 as per the 1891 Ontario census, and 
calculating he was 16 years old at the time, the 1861 English census of Heanton Punchardon should have 
him listed along with his parents.  As hoped, James Sr., wife Betsy and James Jr. were listed. 
 
The 1861 Heath Punchardon census also gave up another hint.  James Rogers Sr. was born in Bridgwater, 
Somerset around 1817.  Eliza Rogers (now Elliott) was born in 1819.  A brother/sister relationship was 
possible between James Sr. and Eliza. 

 
 
Armed with this information, I found in the 1871 Devon census that James Sr. and Betsy Rogers did 
indeed live in the village of Wrafton in Heanton Punchardon Parish and that James Jr. was no longer 
with them.  It confirmed that he had emigrated by himself in 1865 as noted on future Ontario censuses.  
I strongly suspect he was in contact with his aunt Eliza Rogers Elliott at the time. 
To add to this evidence, I needed to locate the unmarried Betsy Barnes.  She was named as the mother 
of James Jr. on his death certificate.  Maybe the “Betsy” Rogers listed in the 1861 Wrafton census may 
not be Betsy Barnes and I was not on the right path.  More digging was needed. 
I found Betsy Barns (sic) in the 1851 census as a lodger in Heanton Punchardon.  James Rogers Sr. was a 
lodger at the same location. His age appeared off by a few years which was not uncommon in these 
older census.  Another confirmation mark was ticked off.  A further James and Betsy tie in was the 
evidence found in the Devon marriage index of Jan – Feb - Mar. of 1844 from Ancestry.ca.  It showed 
that James and Betsy Rogers were married in 1844.  The timeframe is right as James Jr. was born on the 
10th of October 1846 as per his death certificate. The location and names all line up. 
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James Rogers and Betsy Barnes Marriage Register listing. 

 
 
The next step was to locate either brother and sister James Sr. or Eliza Rogers living with their parents.  
The marriage certificate for William Elliott and Eliza Rogers indicated that her father’s name was William 
Rogers.  

 
Since the 1841 Devon census had James Sr. listed as being born in Bridgwater, Somerset, this is where I 
focused my attention. 
 
                               Bridgwater Somerset location: 
 
                                                            Bridgwater X 
 
                                   Marwood X 
                                  Heaton X  
                             Punchardon  
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Bridgwater Somerset 
 
Bridgwater was an administrative center for the district. The advent of a new dock in 1841 revived 
Bridgwater’s port on the River Parrett.  Wool, tile making and brewing were the main industries in the 
mid 18th century.  Today it has a population of 35,000. 
The best clue needed would be to tie children James and Eliza Rogers to a father William Rogers of 
Bridgwater.  I found more proof.  A William and Jane Rogers of Bridgwater, Somerset baptized a son, 
James, born 21 Feb 1817.  More facts fall into place.  It should be noted that William Rogers occupation 
was listed as a postboy (mail carrier).   
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The information on this document appears to support both the facts and suppositions I had made.  I 
believed I had located James’ parents: William and Jane Rogers.  Now it was necessary to figure out if 
Eliza (Rogers) Elliott was related and in what manner. 
I continued to dig through the Bridgwater baptism records.  After a lot of perusing records via various 
ancestry links I found the same father and mother combination showing up in the records again.  They 
were listed as baptizing a daughter named Eliza.  Eliza’s birth date, according to a number of documents 
including grandson Roy Elliott’s family Bible, was 20 Oct 1821.  
 
 
 
 

 
                       Birthdate Oct 20. 
 
An Eliza Rogers was born to William and Jane Rogers on Oct 20, 1821 according to Baptism records in 
Bridgwater.  I feel very confident that William and Jane Rogers of Bridgwater, Somerset were the 
parents of James Sr. and Eliza (Rogers) Elliott.   
Finding information on line earlier than the early 1800s is difficult.  I was able to pull up one speculative 
piece about William and Jane Rogers. 
 
I recorded a screenshot of an Ancestry.ca page that the Ancestry algorithm produced that may indicate 
the marriage date of William and Jane Rogers.  The time frame, location and names all work.  No other 
algorithm produced any results. 
 

 



13 
 

 
I suspect that Jane G. was all that was readable on the original marriage document.  I believe Jane’s last 
name was Gould.  The reason for this is that the practice of the time was to give children either first or 
second names that honoured grandparents’ or parents’ first or maiden names.  That is why as an 
example, William Elliott’s oldest son was John Rogers Elliott.  William’s second son Thomas had a middle 
name of Gould.  I suspect that the name was his maternal grandmother’s maiden name. 
 
In summation, it appears that Eliza’s nephew James Rogers Jr. made the unaccompanied trip to Upper 
Canada at the age of 16.  He was very likely in contact with his aunt Eliza and settled onto farming land 
in Perth Co.  She may have encouraged him to come for a better life.  He settled, married and had 
numerous children.  Eliza had a brother also named James and her father was William Rogers and her 
mother Jane (Gould) of Bridgwater, Somerset.   

 

William Elliott and Family Life 
 
By 1841, Eliza had given birth to their oldest child, John Rogers 
Elliott, while living in Marwood.  He was under 2 years old when 
he crossed the Atlantic with his parents in 1843.  According to 
family Bible records, a daughter Mary Jane was born in Marwood 
on the 13th of November 1842, and although no death date was 
given in the bible, there was no Mary Jane listed in the Devon 
Exodus data of the Elliott family that emigrated in 1843.  I suspect 
the child died shortly after birth in late 1842 or early 1843.  No 
Devon grave location has been found nor any Canadian records of 
her has been located. 
William Elliott’s life path seemed to indicate a restless soul.  
Whereas his siblings all settled into their farms with their spouses 
in and around Ingersoll, William was constantly on the move.  My 
research has indicated that he started from scratch building a 
homestead, either with his father or by himself, four times in his 
life. 

                 Eliza Rogers Elliott    
 
The older male Elliott members arrived in 1843 to began building the first family home located in W 
Zorra township of Oxford Co.  The Tax roll of 1848 shows William paying taxes on an E Nissouri farm.  He 
had 90 acres of woods with 10 acres under cultivation and he owned 1 milking cow and three heifers. 
 

 

 
 
The 1851 census of East Nissouri confirmed this, as William and family are found living on a farm at Con 
11 Lot 18 in East Nissouri township.  This location is about 200 meters north of the main intersection of 
the present village of Kintore, Ontario and part of the present location of the Kintore Box Co.  The farm 
was about 4 km from the original family property in W Zorra.  William and family were leasing in 1851 
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and bought a 50-acre portion of the property April 13, 1855 according to Onland.ca Ontario property 
records.  A paid sum of £224 is attached to the sale records of the property.  Later, the family appeared 
to have moved off of the 50 acres as William’s name appears with a group of 3 other men as either  
co-owners or mortgagers of the property in September of 1860.  (Onland Book 41, East Nissouri, Oxford 
County Pg 151).  No other Elliott relative, either father nor brothers, appear in this farm property record. 
 
1851 E Nissouri census 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

At that point, I lost track of the family.  No amount of looking in and around Oxford Co. was able to 
produce results.  There was a William Elliott family living in N. Oxford near Thamesford and was 
mistakenly identified by grandson Roy’s records as my William and his family.  Further review of 
censuses of the mistaken man indicated he was Scottish born and had children that did not have the 
identical names as the 1851 census of my William Elliott family.  He was eliminated from the search.  By 
spelling William’s last name “Elliot” in the search algorithms of government census websites I was able 
to locate the family in Goderich Township in Huron County, Ontario.  This location is about 95 km north 
west of the rest of the family in Oxford Co. 

A double check on the Tremaine Historical County digital map project finds the family on the 1862 map 
of Huron Co.  They were living at lot 27 of Bayfield Rd.  The 50-acre farm was located in the very south 
east corner of Goderich township, Huron Co. and about 5 km from the village of Varna, Ont. 
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The Clinton Ontario library in Huron Co. was able to help me locate the farm in the Onland site.  The 
property listing for their location was misfiled in the wrong Onland book.  Once the right book was 
located (Pg 4 of Book 7 – Concession Bayfield Lot 36 – 79), it showed that William’s father purchased 58 
virgin acres from the Canada Company.  The records are difficult to read but it may have been 1852.  
Since Williams family were found in Huron Co. in the 1861 census it is possible that his father John 
purchased the property in 1852.  John included William in the ownership papers in 1855.  William 
owned the property until February of 1869 when it was sold to a Mr. Rathwell.   
 
Checking the 1861 census for their Huron Co. location confirmed the family presence with several 
additional children.  For the second time in a decade, the family was clearing land and the 1861 census 
listed them as living in a shanty. 
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Two children, John Rogers and Mary Ann, were missing from this family census list.  John was found 
living on his uncle Thomas Elliott’s farm abutting the Thames River just east of Ingersoll and in North 
Oxford township.  The census had him listed as 21 years old and working as a labourer.  I suspect he was 
a farmhand and was of the age that he was setting his own history.  Whether he ever lived in Goderich 
Township is open to debate.  At the time of this census, daughter Mary Ann would have been about 13 
years of age.  This is too young to be farmed out as a servant and I had not seen her listed in any of the 
other relative’s family censuses during this time period.  Find a Grave had not uncovered anything in the 
numerous cemeteries I checked in both Oxford and Huron Counties.  Only later, while going through Roy 
Elliott’s genealogy research papers from the 1920s, did the William Elliott family Bible resurface.  The 
Bible listed Mary Ann as being born in 1849 and dying in 1854.  The reason for her death and her burial 
location are not confirmed.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ingersoll Rural Cemetery Index for 1866 shows a 
large number of “removals” or reburials from an 
Elliott family farm plot to the cemetery.  This large 
number included Wilson, Elliott, Seldon and Prouse 
families. The easy conclusion was that these were 

members of the family that were buried in the family farm cemetery and moved to IRC.  This group 
included a Mary Elliott (age unknown) who died 8 July 1860.  I had thought that this Mary was William 
and Eliza’s daughter.  However, the family Bible refutes that argument.  I tend to believe that the 
information in the Bible is likely correct as it was compiled at a date 100 years earlier than my research 
and likely had verbal accounts to pull from living descendants.  IRC records support the fact that the 
removed Mary Elliott was likely a child of John Jr., William’s older brother.  Some researchers have 
suggested that Mary Ann had in fact survived childhood and married her cousin Richard Seldon. This is 
addressed in the Seldon Book 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IRC death index for April 1866. 
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I often wondered about the birth lag after William’s son John Rogers was born and the birth of the next 
child.  Normally families spare little time between births and after John there was a five-year gap until 
brother Thomas Gould Elliott was born in 1847.  The discovery of Roy Elliott’s Family Bible indicates that 
gap was filled by the birth of Mary Jane in 1842 and death in 1842 or 1843 and son William, who was 
born in 1844 and died in 1848.  Neither lived long enough to appear on any census. 
 
 
 
 
This would fit with the timelines when the family appears in the 1861 census and as well the sale of the 
Nissouri township land in 1860.  Son Thomas G Elliott was still listed in the Goderich township census as 
were brothers Edwin, Edgar and sisters Josephine and Melissa Jane. There would be no other children 
born to this family after Melissa’s birth. 
 
1861 Census of Goderich Township 

 
The Huron County Gazetteer of 1864 has William Elliott listed as local farmer.  
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The Family Fracture  
 
It is at this point during the mid 1860s that there appears to be a major turning point in the dynamics of 
the William Elliott family.  The 1871 Ontario Census had the family returned to Ingersoll.  However, 
there is a mystery in the census columns. 
 

 

 
There is no surprise that oldest son John Rogers was gone and married, he would have been 30 years 
old.  Josephine would be 16 and was missing.  In reality, she was living with her aunt Maria Seldon and 
working as a “house servant” at Maria’s Seldon farm home in N. Oxford.  The missing figure was father 
William.  Eliza was listed as still married on the census.  More intrigue is added when, in the 1881 
census, elderly Eliza was found living in Ingersoll with her son Thomas.  However, in that 1881 census 
she was listed as a widow.  Did William die?  The question was how to find her husband William, either 
dead or alive. 
After many fruitless attempts, I decided to start digging into his brothers and their families.  William’s 
brother, Thomas Elliott’s obituary in the Ingersoll Chronicle in Sept 1897 dropped a large hint as to 
William’s location in the very last line of text.   
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“ He leaves besides a wife, a family of three daughters and two sons: Mrs. Fletcher, of London; 

Mrs. James, St. Thomas; Mrs. Card, Ingersoll; Walter, of Michigan and Louis, of the Northwest 

Mounted Police Force. He also leaves a sister and two brothers, Samuel, who resides near 

Embro, and William, of Minnesota “ 
 
Within an hour, with internet help, William had been found and with him came a major surprise. 
 
Alberta Township, Benton County Minnesota 1870 census. 

 

 
 
This 1870 census showed William and a wife Huldah Elliott living in Alberta township, Benton County 
Minnesota on a 200-acre farm.  This location is just across the Mississippi River from St. Cloud, Minn. 
and a few miles from the village of Sauk Rapids, Minn.  Later censuses confirm he and Huldah emigrated 
together in 1866. 
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Does that really prove that this was the missing William?  
No, but it made a good starting point.  The age was right 
and the fact he was born in England is correct. There was 
also a location to work with; Alberta Township, Benton 
Co. Minnesota.  The timing was right as well, as the 
property in Huron Co. was sold at about this time.  
 
 
The 1900 Benton Co. census was the true litmus test in 
identifying William.  
 
 
 
 

Columns                                                         7     8        9 10                                     14                15            16 17 

 
Column 7 and 8: indicate the month and year of birth.  A match again for William.  According to the 
family Bible his birth date was 04 April 1819 
Column 8: shows that Hulda is 7 years younger than William. 
Column 9: indicates they are husband and wife 
Column 10: is how long they have been married – she indicated 30 yrs. (1870) but he first put down 60 
years (which is how long he had been married to Eliza and Hulda combined).  This error was corrected to 
30 years by the enumerator.  Does this slip mean his marriage to Eliza was never nullified? 
Column 14/15: indicate that his father and mother were born in England– which is correct for William. 
Column 16: indicates their arrived in Minnesota in 1866 
Column 17: shows they have not lived elsewhere in 33 years 
 
All the hints in the 1900 census match for William Elliott.  He had surprisingly remarried, and had made 
Minnesota his home. 
 
Note: Henry and Emily Orcutt – the next couple listed below on the census form, were the son and 
daughter of an original settler William Orcutt who was county Judge and Administrator for Benson 
County and would be prominent in the later lives of Hulda and William. 
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Hulda Elliott 
 
Who is Hulda Elliott?  Censuses show that she and William were married.  She was born in Ontario.  I 
have tried numerous times with the Canadian census search tools to find a Hulda or Huldah but to no 
avail.  It appears that William and Hulda knew each other when they both lived in Ontario as they 
immigrated to Minnesota in the same year.  They were not young when they left for the US.  He was 
about 45 years old and she was 39 years old at the time.  Her age fluctuates depending on the census 
record year. 
There are a couple of possible explanations.   

1. Eliza got a divorce from William.  This was not common in the 1860s as a divorce was seen as a 
source of scorn.  Did Eliza purposely lie on her 1870 census that she was still married because of 
the shame and stigma it would create for the family?  Did Eliza have an excuse for her missing 
husband?  Did the children know and held the secret?  In the 1880 census she listed herself as 
widowed.  She was not. 

2. Did William run out on the family?  If so, what a rapscallion!  How completely did he disappear 
and why?  His whereabouts was known to brother Thomas and probably the family core.  Was 
he the family secret?  Did he leave his nuclear family destitute?  He still owned Broken Front 
Concession, Lot 15 with his brothers in Centerville (outside Ingersoll) and the mortgage on the 
50 acres in Goderich Township after he left.  Were the proceeds of these sales for the family?  
He was not a wealthy land baron in Minnesota.  Finding William created more questions than 
answers. 

 
For the fourth time, William cleared land and built a shanty when he moved to 1866 Minnesota.   
In 1866 he would have been an original pioneer in the township of Benton, Minn. 
 
The Benton County Historical Society described Alberta Township in 1865 as thus: 

“Alberta lies hi (sic) the northeast portion of the county, and has an area of 46,080 acres, of which 367 
are under cultivation. The surface is slightly undulating, and chiefly covered with timber. The soil is a dark 
loam and quite productive. The town is watered by the Elk and St. Francis rivers, the sources of which are 
within its boundaries, and the west branch of the Rum River, which crosses the northeastern part. Along 
these river bottoms there is a large acreage of hay meadows, the low land, in many places, extending far 
into the timber. 

The first settlers in this town were J. B. Abbott and C. A. Gilman, but the exact date of their arrival cannot 
be ascertained. The oldest settler in the western portion of the town is Winslow Pappenfus, who settled 
on section thirty-four, with his parents, in March, 1865. The oldest settler in the eastern part of the town 
is William Wipper, who settled on section thirty, in 1868. These are the oldest settlers now living here, 
although others had made claims earlier, only to be abandoned after a short stay. Among other early 
settlers are William Orcott and George W. Burtield, both of whom are now residents of the town.” 

William’s arrival in 1866 would have meant they arrived only a few years after the first settlers in this 
region. American history was also playing a role in William’s life.  Between 1860-1865 the US Civil War 
was in full force.  Minnesota was not immune to the call for soldiers.  Being a non-US citizen at the time 
and newly arrived, William did not participate.  However, the Minnesota regiments were not called upon 
to fight against the south so much as to defend the western boundary of Minnesota from the native 
tribes that had been pushed west by the settlers.  This was the period of the Dakota Wars. 
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Fort Ridgely (about 130 km south of Benson Co.) was the site of a famous battle in the Dakota Wars in 
1862.  The Sioux tribe laid waste to many farms and settlements in the region as well as attacking the 
fort.  An estimated 500 soldier and settlers, young, old, male and female were shown no mercy and 
killed. The Fort was in service until 1872.  The land William farmed was still on the edge of wilderness 
when William and Hulda arrived. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Fort_Ridgely

 

Ensuing Minnesota censuses indicate that Hulda and William 
immigrated together via Michigan in 1866.  The land they were 
granted was in a natural uncleared state.  They were married in 
1870 although I have not been able to locate marriage 
documents.  Their naturalization papers were completed in 
November, 1873.  So as in 1843 in W Zorra, 1850 E Nissouri 
and in 1860 in Huron Co., William started from scratch.  This 
time he received a land grant from the United States 
Government 20 Feb 1874.   

He received land at Township 38 N, Range 29 W, Sect 2, W1/2 
lot, NE 1/4. Alberta township, NE of Sauk Rapids, Minnesota. 
This would be about 50 acres in total.   

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Fort_Ridgely
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Fort_Ridgely
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He signed off on his citizenship papers in 1873.  
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Land Grant to William Elliott February, 1874.  Note the Grant was given by President Ulysses S Grant. 

 
William was granted 2 properties in 1874 and 1876. 
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Prior to 1900, William and Hulda sold the farm and moved into a rented house in the nearby town of 
Sauk Rapids to retire. Sauk Rapids itself has had a hard luck existence.  It was a supply and lumber mill 
town and the end of the rail line from the east in the 1870’s.  Produce was taken by horse wagon to the 
town to be shipped east or south via train or the Mississippi River.  Sauk Rapids was devastated by a F4 
tornado in April 1887.  Seventy-two people died in what is still the deadliest tornado in Minnesota 
history.  The town took years to rebuild and by the time it had recovered, the town of St. Cloud, located 
across the Mississippi River, had surpassed it in importance. 
 
Photos courtesy Minnesota Historical Society 

 
1887 tornado aftermath   The bridge across the Mississippi to St. Cloud: built in 1876 and rebuilt 1879. 
 
Hulda died on Oct 24 1902 of a cerebral hemorrhage.  Her burial location is unknown.  I have yet to 
ascertain her maiden name. 

 
Death index card: State of Minnesota Genealogy Department 
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According to the 1905 Minnesota Census and after Hulda’s death, William was living with the Nelson 
Orcutt family on Grand St. in St. Cloud, Minn.  Nelson was a son of the Orcutt family that were close 
neighbours of the Elliott’s when they lived on their farm property.  William was 86 years old at the time 
of the 1905 census.  From census records and St. Cloud city directory pages, the Orcutt family moved to 
Chelan, Washington prior to the 1910 US census.  A John Sittko and wife Lottie bought the Orcutt’s 
Grand St. house when they moved from the Dakotas to St. Cloud in 1906.  William was listed as a lodger 
with the Sittkos.  It appears he came with the house.  Neither the 1909 St. Cloud city directory nor the 
1910 St. Cloud census had a William Elliott on record.  It would be safe to assume he died in 1907 or 
1908.  There is a death record indicating a William Elliott died in St Cloud on the 8th of May in 1907.  
Disappointedly, I have not located a definitive death certificate, burial location or will for William Elliott. 
 
1905 census of Sulk Rapids Mn. 

 
Last records found for William Elliott in St. Cloud, Minnesota City Directory 1906. 
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William died 08 May 1907 as per "Minnesota, Death Records and Certificates, 1900-1955", database, 

FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FDZB-T2J 
Name William Elliot 

Sex Male 

Age 89 

Birth Year (Estimated) 1818 

Event Type Death 

Event Date 8 May 1907 

Event Place St. Cloud Township, Stearns, Minnesota, United States 

Event Place (Original) St. Cloud, Stearns, Minnesota 

The man was the rolling stone of his family.  Was he successful in his business pursuits?  Questionable.  
Was he a good father?  Hardly.  I think the best way to sum up the man was by the directions given in his 
wife’s will.  
 
Hulda penned her will Oct 9, 1902.  This was only 2 weeks before her death. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FDZB-T2J
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Close up of the will. 

 
Transcribed: 
“I give and bequeath to my husband William Elliott the sum of five dollars and give a bequeath to Mrs. 
Emily Orcutt wife of Henry M Orcutt all the remainder of my estate”.  
Hulda apparently had been ill for 2 years before her death and Mrs. Orcutt had taken care of her until 
she died and thus received Hulda’s estate.  I think Hulda did not think highly of William.  Hopefully he 
quaffed a few beers with the $5 dollars he received. 
One question that has not been answered is what happened to William’s first wife Eliza Rogers.   
After moving back to Oxford Co. from Huron Co., she appeared in the 1871 Census as living in Ingersoll.  
That census page is noted in preceding pages.  By 1881, the Ingersoll census had “widowed” Eliza listed 
as living with son Thomas G and his wife.   
1881 Ingersoll census 

 
Other records of the time would indicate they were living on 
Carnegie St. in Ingersoll.  Eliza was 60 years old at the time of the 
census.  She died 11 April 1889 and is buried in IRC just a few blocks 
from her Carnegie St. home.  The tombstone lists her as Elizabeth 
and she is buried with younger son Edwin Elliott and his wife (and 
first cousin) Ada.  Eliza died of bronchitis after a short illness and is 
buried in the Elliott section “H” of IRC.  The widow moniker was still 
present on her death schedule, even though William was still alive 
in 1899.  William and Eliza had a complicated relationship.  He was 
unable to stay in one location whereas she was loyal and raised her 
family as a single mother.  Her children were loyal to her. 
Their children led exciting lives and the offspring of these children had fruitful lives as you will witness in 
following chapters.   
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William Elliott Family Tree 
(Second son of John and Mary Elliott) & Eliza Rogers Family 

                                                                                   Spouse 1                   Spouse 2                  Spouse 3 
 

William  
Elliott 

1819 - 1907 

Eliza 
Rogers 

1821 - 1899 

Hulda 
Unknown 

1825 -1902 

John Rogers 
Elliott 

1839 - 1912 

Edwin H 
Elliott 

1851 - 1930 

Mary Ann 
Elliott 

1848 - 1854 

William 
Elliott 

1844 - 1848 

Elizabeth 
Johnson 

1845 - 1885 

Mary Jane 
Elliott 

1842 - 1842 

Thomas 
Gould 
Elliott 

1847 - 1934 

Anne 
Hanson 

1856 - 1934 

Ada Elliott 
1st cousin 

1855 - 1924 

Edgar 
Elliott 

1854 - 1881 

Jane 
Weldon 

1858 - 1902 

Josephine 
Elliott 

1855 - 1930 

William 
Toull 

1856 - 1931 

Melissa Jane 
Elliott 

1857 - 1944 

Andrew 
Paterson 

1858 - 1906 

Pheobe 
Thorn 

1842 - 1892 

Rosina 
Gettler 

1852 - 1921 

Eliza 
Rogers 

1821 - 1899 

 
Jane Gould? 

 

William 
Rogers 

 

James 
Rogers Jr. 

1846 - 
1931 

Edith 
Rogers 
Wilson 

1878- 1965 

James 
Rogers Sr. 

1817 - 
1888 

“Betsy” 
Elizabeth 

Bean 
1823 - 
1900 

Adelia 
Rogers 
1853 -
1931 

 

The Rogers Family 
 

 


